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NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
               Impact
               No Impact
  X     Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
        X        State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Cabinet for Families and Children

Fund(s) Impact:
         X     General
                Road
       X      Federal


    X            Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)





Net Effect

Indeterminable Minor
Indeterminable Minor


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 237/GA includes children's advocacy center staff among multidisciplinary team members and requires, when in best interest of  the child, that interviews with the child will be conducted at a children's advocacy center.  Expands the membership of the Kentucky Multidisciplinary Commission on Child Sexual Abuse to include the Executive Director of the Governor's Office of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Services, one member of a children's advocacy center, and one physician.  Requires the Commission to issue protocol on the role of children's advocacy centers on multidisciplinary teams.  Authorizes the Secretaries of the Cabinets for Families and Children, Health Services, and Justice to make state grants and other fund allocations to assist nonprofit corporations in the establishment and operation of regional children's advocacy centers.  Requires the Cabinet for Families and Children to promulgate administrative regulations.  To extent practicable, requires interviews with a child alleged to have been abused to be conducted at a children's advocacy center and permits staff from a children's advocacy center to receive reports or other information relating to the investigation of a suspected child abuse. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 237/GA amends various sections of KRS Chapter 431 and KRS Chapter 620.  Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 620.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

Office of the Attorney General

The Kentucky Multidisciplinary Commission on Child Sexual Abuse is attached to the Office of the Attorney General.  The provisions of the bill increase the Commission membership to include the Executive Director of the Governor's Office of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Services or a designee, a representative of a children's advocacy center, and a physician.  The fiscal impact of adding the three new members would be zero to minimal depending upon the payment of mileage allowance for the new members to attend meetings.  Currently, the Commission has paid mileage allowance for only the last three meetings.  The members are not paid a per diem and hotel expenses for over night lodging have not been required.

Cabinet for Families and Children (CFC):  Minor
The fiscal impact of HB 237 is indeterminable, but minor.  HB 237 authorizes CFC to provide funds to Children's Advocacy Centers and requires the interviews at the Centers to the extent practicable and when in the best interest of the child.  Annually, there are approximately 3,000 cases of child sexual abuse in Kentucky.  Interviews with the allegedly abused children are currently conducted at various locations in each county.  HB 237/GA directs the interviews to be conducted at the Children's Advocacy Centers if practicable and in the best interest of the child.  Current budgets already provide for the interview to be conducted.  The location is the only potential change directed by HB 237/GA.  Therefore, any required additional cost would be attributed to a limited amount of additional transportation.  With 3,000 cases distributed statewide, the transportation costs are estimated to be minor.

(The FB 1998-2000 Enacted Budget provides $150,000 annually to contract staff and overhead for five Children's Advocacy Centers.)
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