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SUBJECT/TITLE
A bill relating to fertilizer and pesticide use and application

SPONSOR
Sen. Joey Pendleton

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Publicly owned golf courses, roads, parks, and maintenance departments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 300 amends KRS 217B to more clearly explain the licensing requirements for the application, storage, and use of agricultural fertilizers and pesticides.  The bill requires that individuals using pesticides shall have a license showing the individual posses adequate knowledge concerning the proper use and application of pesticides.  The bill also requires golf courses to display signs warning of the application of 'plant-regulating materials' after the course has been treated, maintain material safety data sheets for all materials used as pesticides and fertilizers, and record and maintain relevant information for each plant regulating material used.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The effect of this SB 300 is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The bill requires testing and licensing of those who apply pesticides, however, the bill differentiates between commercial and non-commercial licenses.  Officials with the Agriculture Cabinet's Division of Pesticides stated that government users would be considered non-commercial users and the licensing requirements contained within SB 300 are similar to the current licensing requirements.  Furthermore, officials told us that study material for the test is free and there is no testing fee for non-commercial licenses.  Officials told us that local government personnel already trained in the use of pesticides should not face any significant additional training requirements.

Additional provisions within SB 300 concern the use of pesticides and plant regulating material by golf courses.  City and county owned golf courses would be included in these provisions.  However, the most of the provisions contained within this bill are already required by OSHA standards and most greens keepers are already trained in the use of these chemicals.  A requirement to post small signs on golf courses at the first and tenth tees warning players when chemicals have been applied to the course would impose only minimal costs.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Mr. Jack Custer, Agriculture Cabinet, Division of Pesticides;

Mike Hockensmith, Frankfort Parks and Recreation;

Biff Baker, LRC; Mr. Alan Kyle, Division of Pesticides;

Randy Thompson, Franklin County Road Superintendent
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