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SUBJECT/TITLE
Towing

SPONSOR
Sen. Joey Pendleton

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Peace Officers; city and county police departments; sheriffs offices; fiscal courts; city governments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill creates a new section of KRS Chapter 281, relating to motor carriers, to establish minimum standards for tow truck operators providing service for law enforcement and government agencies. It requires either a written contract based on bids or a rotation list; requires tow truck operators to maintain a secure storage facility for towed vehicles; requires each tow truck and each tow truck facility, to undergo a safety inspection by the law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over its operation; establishes classes of tow trucks based on their size and capacity for towing; sets certification levels for drivers; and prohibits tow trucks from towing any vehicle with a gross weight vehicle rating greater than that of the tow truck.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact is indeterminable and will range from minimum to perhaps substantial. There will be some additional time and effort required by law enforcement to learn the requirements of towing facilities and equipment, and to conduct annual inspection(s). However, substantial costs may arise if there is damage or injury related to the towing or storage of a vehicle and the local enforcement agency thereby becomes a defendant in litigation.
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