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AN ACT relating to occupational therapy.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 319A.010 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter:

(1)
"Board" means the Kentucky Occupational Therapy Board appointed by the Governor;

(2)
"Practice of occupational therapy" means the therapeutic use of purposeful and meaningful occupations by using goal directed activities to evaluate and treat individuals who have a disease or disorder, impairment, activity limitation, or participation restriction that interferes with their ability to function independently in daily life roles and to promote health and wellness. Occupational therapy intervention may include remediation or restoration of performance abilities that are limited due to impairment in biological, physiological, psychological, or neurological processes; adaptation of task, process, or the environment or the teaching of compensatory techniques in order to enhance performance; disability prevention methods and techniques that facilitate the development of safe application of performance skills; and health promotion strategies and practices that enhance performance abilities. Occupational therapy services include but are not limited to evaluating, developing, improving, sustaining, or restoring skills in activities of daily living, work or productive activities including instrumental activities of daily living, and play and leisure activities; evaluating developing, remediating, or restoring sensorimotor, cognitive, or psychosocial components of performance; designing, fabricating, applying, and training in the use of assistive technology or orthotic devices and training in the use of upper extremity prosthetic devices; adapting environments and processes, including the application of ergonomic principles, to enhance performance and safety in daily life roles; applying physical agent modalities as an adjunct to or in preparation for engagement in a functional activity; evaluating and providing intervention in collaboration with the client, family, caregiver, or others; educating the client, family, caregiver, or others in carrying out appropriate nonskilled interventions; and consulting with groups, programs, organizations, or communities to provide population-based services["Occupational therapy" means the use of goal directed activities with individuals who are limited by physical limitations due to injury or illness, psychiatric and emotional disorders, developmental or learning disabilities, poverty and cultural differences or the aging process, in order to maximize independence, prevent disability and maintain health. The practice encompasses evaluation, treatment and consultation. Occupational therapy services include: teaching daily living skills; developing perceptual-motor skills and sensory integrative functioning; developing play skills and prevocational and leisure capacities; designing, fabricating, or applying selective orthotic and prosthetic devices or selective adaptive equipment; using specifically designed crafts and therapeutic activities to enhance functional performance; administering and interpreting tests such as manual muscle and range of motion; using and administering certain modalities, specifically hot and cold water, hot packs and cold packs, neutral warmth, quick icing, and paraffin to the hand; and consulting in the adaptation of the environment for individuals with disabilities. These services shall be provided individually, in groups, or through medical, health, educational and social systems. The practice of occupational therapy shall not include gait training; the use or application of electromodalities; accessory joint mobilizations; assessment of integrity and pathology of muscle, soft tissue and joint capsule; and postural or biomechanical analysis; fluidotherapy, diathermy (shortwave, microwave or infrared), ultrasound or whirlpools];

(3)
"Occupational therapist" means a person licensed to practice occupational therapy under this chapter;

(4)
"Occupational therapy assistant" means a person licensed to assist in the practice of occupational therapy under this chapter, who works under the supervision of an occupational therapist;

(5)
"Occupational therapy aide" means a person not licensed who assists in the practice of occupational therapy under the direct supervision of a licensed occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant and who is required to have an understanding of occupational therapy but is not required to have professional or advanced training in the basic anatomical, biological, psychological, and social sciences involved in the practice of occupational therapy; and

(6)
"Person" means any individual, partnership, or unincorporated organization, or corporation.

Section 2.   KRS 319A.090 is amended to read as follows:

The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed as preventing or restricting the practices, services or activities of:

(1)
A person licensed in accordance with the provisions of another law of the Commonwealth from engaging in the profession or occupation for which licensed;

(2)
A person employed as an occupational therapist or an occupational therapy assistant by the United States government provided that person provides occupational therapy solely under the direction or control of the organization by which the person is employed;

(3)
A person pursuing a course of study leading to a degree or certificate in occupational therapy at an accredited or approved educational program, provided the activities and services are part of a supervised course of study and the person is designated by a title which clearly indicates the status of student or trainee and not licensed occupational therapist;

(4)
A person fulfilling the supervised fieldwork experience requirements of this chapter, provided such activities and services constitute a part of the experience necessary to meet the requirements of that program;

(5)
Any person performing occupational therapy services in the Commonwealth, if these services are performed for no more than sixty (60) days in a calendar year in association with an occupational therapist licensed under this chapter, provided that:

(a)
The person is licensed under the law of another state which has licensure requirements at least as stringent as the requirements of this chapter; or

(b)
The person meets the requirements for entry level certification as an occupational therapist registered or a certified occupational therapy assistant, as established by the National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy[American Occupational Therapy Association]; and

(6)
Any person employed as an occupational therapy aide.

Section 3.   KRS 319A.110 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
An applicant for licensure as an occupational therapist or as an occupational therapy assistant shall file a written application on a form provided by the board, showing to the satisfaction of the board that such person:

(a)
Is of good moral character; and

(b)
Has successfully completed the academic requirements of an educational program in occupational therapy recognized by the board.

(2)
[The ]Occupational therapy educational programs for occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants[program] shall be accredited by the American Occupational Therapy Association's Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE)[Committee on Allied Health Education and Accreditation of the American Medical Association in collaboration with the American Occupational Therapy Association, and shall be approved by the American Occupational Therapy Association].

(3)
An applicant shall submit to the board evidence of successful completion of a period of supervised fieldwork experience arranged by the recognized educational institution where the applicant met the academic requirements or by the American Occupational Therapy Association. To be considered for licensure, the following minimum amount of supervised fieldwork experience shall have been completed:

(a)
Six (6) months for an occupational therapist; and

(b)
Two (2) months for an occupational therapy assistant.

(4)
An applicant for licensure as an occupational therapist or as an occupational therapy assistant shall pass an examination as provided for in KRS 319A.120.

Section 4.   KRS 319A.140 is amended to read as follows:

On the payment to the board of fees required by this chapter and on submission of a written application on forms provided by the board, the board shall issue a license to an applicant showing evidence satisfactory to the board of:

(1)
Licensure, certification, or registration[A person paying the fee and filing an application within one (1) year from July 15, 1986, who presents evidence satisfactory to the board that the applicant was an occupational therapist registered or a certified occupational therapy assistant through the certification of the American Occupational Therapy Association prior to July 15, 1986; and

(2)
A person paying the fee and filing an application who presents evidence satisfactory to the board of being licensed, certified or registered] as an occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant by another state, territory of the United States, or the District of Columbia;[,] or[ of being a certified]

(2)
Entry level certification from the National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy or another nationally recognized credentialing body as an occupational therapist or as an[certified] occupational therapy assistant[ through the American Occupational Therapy Association and of residing in or practicing in another state or territory of the United States or the District of Columbia where the requirements for licensure, registration or certification are substantially equal to the requirements set forth in this chapter].

Section 5.   The following KRS section is repealed:

319A.130   Requirements for licensure.
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