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AN ACT relating to principles of ethical behavior in public schools.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A public school in the Commonwealth may post, in several prominent locations in the school, the following principles of ethical behavior:
As a student of (name of public school), I will strive to be:

(a)
Truthful and honest in word, deed, and thought;
(b)
Respectful of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and ever mindful of other persons and their property, beliefs, and values;
(c)
Worthy of the respect of others, and of myself;

(d)
Fair-minded and objective toward others;

(e)
Loving, kind, and compassionate towards my family, schoolmates, teachers, and others in my community;

(f)
Tolerant of the differences among all peoples, while maintaining my own sense of values;

(g)
Thoughtful and reflective of the decisions that I make;

(h)
Willing to be held responsible for my own actions, without excuses or blame towards others; 

(i)
Hardworking and diligent in my studies;

(j)
Courteous towards all persons that I may encounter;

(k)
Able to accept criticism with a deep resolve to do better next time;

(l)
Content with the things I have;

(m)
Attentive toward the environment and the living things in it; 

(n)
Knowledgeable about and respectful of the rules and laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the United States;

(o)
Presentable, dignified, and appropriate in appearance and demeanor; and

(p)
Helpful to those less fortunate. 

(2)
As an incentive toward encouraging students to live by the posted principles of ethical behavior, the public schools are encouraged to establish awards and other forms of recognition for students who demonstrate these principles of ethical behavior.

(3)
Any other principles of conduct that each individual school may have developed may be posted in conjunction with the principles set forth in subsection (1) of this section.
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