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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 410/GA amends KRS 527.030, relating to defacing a firearm, to increase the penalty from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony; amends KRS 527.050 relating to possession of a defaced firearm to increase the penalty from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony and clarifies that there must be intent to permanently deface firearm.  Provides that the fact that a laboratory can restore a number does not negate an intent to permanently deface the firearm. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 410/GA amends KRS 527.030 to increase the penalty for defacing a firearm from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony and amends KRS 527.050 to increase the penalty for possession of a defaced firearm from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony and clarifies that there must be intent to permanently deface firearm.  Provides that the fact that a laboratory can restore a number does not negate an intent to permanently deface the firearm. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The actual fiscal impact of HB 410/GA is indeterminable due to the inability to accurately determine the number of person who will be convicted of the provisions of HB 410/GA.  The cost to incarcerate a Class D felon in a local facility is approximately $9,600.  Therefore, for each person convicted under the provisions of HB 410/GA the fiscal impact would be $9,600.

Based on current date provided, there are approximately 6 convictions per year for defacing or possession of a defaced firearm.  Increasing the penalty from a Class C misdemeanor to a Class D felony would result in approximately 6 additional felony commitments per year with an average five year sentence to the Department of Corrections.  The cost to incarcerate 6 additional inmates totals $134,700 in FY 2000-2001.  The cost to incarcerate 12 additional inmates in FY 2001-2002 totals $276,000.
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