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AN ACT relating to hardship operator's licenses.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person who has had his or her operator's license suspended for one (1) or more of the following reasons may apply to the Transportation Cabinet for a hardship license after an initial thirty (30) day suspension:

(a)
Conviction of one (1) or more serious violations of the motor vehicle laws, including racing and speeding twenty-six (26) or more miles per hour over the speed limit; or

(b)
Conviction of one (1) or more traffic offenses where points are assessed and accumulated within a two (2) year period.

(2)
A person who has had his or her operator's license suspended for any of the following reasons shall not be eligible for a hardship license under this section:

(a)
A conviction under KRS Chapter 189A;

(b)
A conviction for attempting to elude a law enforcement officer by use of a motor vehicle; or

(c)
A conviction under subsection (3) of Section 2 of this Act.
(3)
A person who applies for a hardship license under this section shall be granted a hardship license, after an initial thirty (30) day suspension, for the duration of the suspension period, if the person provides the Transportation Cabinet written documentation that continued suspension will hinder the person's ability to:

(a)
Continue employment;

(b)
Continue attending a school or educational institution;

(c)
Obtain necessary medical care;

(d)
Attend a driver improvement program, or alcohol or substance abuse education program; or

(e)
Attend court-ordered counseling or other court-ordered programs.

(4)
Before the Transportation Cabinet grants a hardship license to a person who applies under this section, the person shall identify the vehicle to be operated under the hardship license and provide the Transportation Cabinet with proof of motor vehicle insurance and at least one (1) of the following pieces of information:

(a)
A written, sworn statement from the person's employer detailing the person's job, hours of employment, and the necessity for the person to use a motor vehicle either in conjunction with the job, or to travel to and from work;

(b)
If the person is self-employed, a sworn and notarized statement detailing the person's job, hours of employment, and the necessity for the person to use a motor vehicle either in conjunction with the job, or to travel to and from work;

(c)
A written, sworn statement from the school or educational institution that the person attends detailing the class schedule and the necessity for the person to use a motor vehicle to travel to and from the educational institution. A hardship license for educational purposes shall not include participation in sports, social extracurricular, fraternal, or other noneducational activities;

(d)
A written, sworn statement from a physician, or other licensed medical professional, attesting to the person's normal hours of treatment, and the necessity for the person to use a motor vehicle to travel to and from the treatment;

(e)
A written, sworn statement from the director of an alcohol or substance abuse education or treatment program attesting to the hours the person is expected to participate in the program, the nature of the program, and the necessity for the person to use a motor vehicle to travel to and from the program; or

(f)
A copy of any court order relating to participation in a driver improvement program, or other terms and conditions ordered by the court requiring the person to use a motor vehicle to travel to and from the court-ordered program.

(5)
The Transportation Cabinet shall provide a person who meets the requirements of this section with a hardship license that sets forth the times, places, purposes, and other conditions under which the person may operate a motor vehicle under hardship driving privileges. The hardship license shall be in the person's possession at all times while operating a motor vehicle.

(6)
The Transportation Cabinet shall provide a person who meets the requirements of this section with a hardship driving privilege decal that the person shall place on the rear window of the motor vehicle to be operated by the person. Failure to display the decal on the motor vehicle shall be a Class B misdemeanor.

(7)
Persons granted a hardship license under this section shall pay a service fee of one hundred dollars ($100) to the Transportation Cabinet for the permit card and window decal.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Except in the case of an extreme emergency, a person who is granted a hardship license under Section 1 of this Act shall not operate a motor vehicle at any time, place, or for any other purposes than those authorized upon the face of the hardship license.

(2)
A person who violates the provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. The person shall also have his or her hardship license revoked and the original period of suspension on the person's regular license shall be reinstated. In addition, the period of suspension shall by lengthened by six (6) months.

(3)
A person who knowingly assists another person in making a false application for a hardship license shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor and shall have his or her operator's license suspended for a period of six (6) months. A person whose license is suspended under this subsection shall not be granted a hardship license under Section 1 of this Act.

Section 3.   KRS 189A.400 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The District Court shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the issuance of hardship licenses issued under this chapter.

(2)
The county attorney shall review applications submitted to the District Court and may object to the issuance of a hardship license issued under this chapter.
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