UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 01/29/14
14 REG. SESS.
14 RS BR 1250


A RESOLUTION honoring Kentucky Department of Corrections' Division of Probation and Parole Officers Brian Melvin, Olivia Newsome, Sloane Marcum, and Joseph Ratliff for their courage and exemplary work performance.

WHEREAS, on September 9, 2013, these four officers demonstrated outstanding bravery in the course of their job when they were fired upon by the father of an offender whom the officers were seeking to locate and arrest in Knott County; and 

WHEREAS, even though Officer Melvin was wounded and on the ground, as the shooter fired numerous shots into the van holding his fellow officers, Officer Melvin was able to return gunfire to prevent further injury; and

WHEREAS, Officer Melvin was seriously wounded in this incident, which not only endangered his life, but the lives of Officers Newsome, Marcus, and Ratliff; and 

WHEREAS, Probation and Parole Officers put their lives on the line every day in an attempt to properly supervise offenders, and through their courage and training provide a safer Commonwealth for all Kentuckians;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate honors these fine Probation and Parole Officers whose bravery and training were put to the test in the first such incident of its kind in the history of the Kentucky Department of Corrections.

Section 2.   The Senate applauds these individuals for their commitment first and foremost to public safety, and for their commitment to the Division of Probation and Parole.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Probation and Parole Officers Brian Melvin, Olivia Newsome, Sloane Marcus, and Joseph Ratliff, whose bravery during this dangerous and volatile incident is to be commended. 

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Johnny Ray Turner for delivery.
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