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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Dr. Wimberly Calvin Royster.

WHEREAS, Dr. Wimberly Calvin Royster was a son of this Commonwealth, having been born in Henderson County on January 12, 1925, the cherished son of the late Fred and Ruth Denton Royster; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Royster was a proud 1942 graduate of Robards High School, where he was class valedictorian. He went on to graduate from Murray State Teachers College and the University of Kentucky, where he received an M.A. and a Ph.D. in mathematics; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Royster served as assistant professor of mathematics at Auburn University from 1952 to 1956. He worked as a computer analyst for the United States Army at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, and thereafter he returned to Kentucky, where he spent the rest of his career as an assistant professor of mathematics, an associate professor of mathematics, and finally as a full professor at the University of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Royster served the University of Kentucky in many different capacities. He was the Chairman of the Math Department, the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, Special Assistant to the President, Vice President of the UK Research Foundation, and the Director of the Advance Science and Technology Commercialization Center; and 

WHEREAS, after an impeccable career in education, Dr. Royster retired from UK in 1992, and was rightfully awarded an honorary doctorate from the university in 2001. He was also the recipient of the Kentucky Academy of Sciences Superlative Award in 2009, and he was named to the UK College of Arts and Sciences Faculty Hall of Fame in the same year; and 

WHEREAS, after his retirement, Dr. Royster continued to tirelessly work to improve science and math education in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. He served as Vice President and Director of Scientific Research and Policy at the Kentucky Science Technology Corporation, as Principal Investigator of the Appalachian Rural Systemic Initiative, as Chair of the Kentucky Statewide EPSCoR Committee, as Director of the Appalachian Mathematics and Science Partnership, and as Co-Director of the Appalachian Rural Education Network, Annenberg Rural Challenge; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Royster was a longtime member of the First Methodist Church and its choir. He was a dog lover who also had an affinity for horses, baseball, music, humor, and bird hunting; and 

WHEREAS, on February 19, 2014, Dr. Wimberly Calvin Royster departed his life of tireless service and entered into eternal rest, leaving his family, friends, and an entire community in solemn mourning; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Royster was preceded in death by his brother, Fred Royster, his sister-in-law, Laura Royster; his brother-in-law, William B. Heierman; and his grandson, Robert Royster. He is survived by his beloved wife, Betty Jo Barnett Royster; his sons, David Royster (Norma) and Paul Royster (Jane Remus); his sister, Valara Heierman; his grandchildren, Thomas Royster, Elizabeth Royster, and James Royster; his nephews, Charles Royster, William A. Heierman, and Daniel Heierman; his niece, Jean Ellen Swearingen; and three great-nieces and great-nephews;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, hereby express their most profound and sincere condolences upon the passing of Dr. Wimberly Calvin Royster, and extend their heartfelt sympathy to his family in this time of loss.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory, honor, and appreciation of the life and legacy of Dr. Wimberly Calvin Royster.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Reginald Thomas for delivery.
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