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Beginning on page 1, line 3, and continuing through page 2, line 22, delete all text after the title and insert in lieu thereof the following:

"WHEREAS, Kentucky is blessed with 48 percent or over 12.4 million acres of forestland which is rich with a diverse wildlife and plant ecology; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky also has an abundance of natural water resources that include lakes, rivers, and wetlands, all of which support plant and animal life such as deer, elk, and various game birds, that sportsmen and women and others have enjoyed since Kentucky's inception as a state; and

WHEREAS, sportsmen and women and others from across the Commonwealth have been provided with nearly unlimited opportunities to participate in Kentucky's rich outdoor tradition, a tradition which has been handed down from generations past; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Constitution enshrines the personal right to hunt, fish and harvest wildlife, in preservation of our cultural heritage; and

WHEREAS, the nine-member Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission is nominated for Gubernatorial appointed prescribed by KRS 150.022 by the licensed hunters and anglers of the Commonwealth who take pride in engaging in management practices for the fish and wildlife resources of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the members of the Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission, as nominated by sportsmen and women in the respective districts of the Commonwealth, are aware that they are accountable in their mission to promote wildlife conservation and management and take seriously their duty to preserve the right of hunting, fishing, and harvesting wildlife for future generations; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources conducts scheduled public meetings that continue to provide interested parties with venue and opportunity to have input on matters before the Fish and Wildlife Commission; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources is housed in the executive branch of government and has a unique funding mechanism and structure that provides autonomy, yet it is within the purview of both executive branch and General Assembly oversight; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly acknowledges the commitment of the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources and the Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission to their mission and the tenets of the Constitutional mandate by which they are governed;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The nine-member Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission and the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources as represented by its appointed administrative Commissioner shall afford, without any bias or preference, sportsmen and women the ability to participate in and express opinions, make suggestions, and give evidence and testimony on any policy or any status of wildlife or wildlife resources of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   No member of the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission, the Commissioner himself or herself, or the personnel of the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources shall give any preferential opportunity to or create an unfair position for a sporting organization to restrict or otherwise impair open and honest dialogue between sporting groups and the nine-member Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission.

Section 3.   Nothing contained in this Resolution or Sections 1 or 2 shall limit or in any way impair the licensed sportsmen and sportswomen of the Commonwealth from electing commissioners to the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission. Nothing contained in this Resolution or Sections 1 or 2 shall in any way change or impair an administrative regulation promulgated by the Commission or the process for promulgating administrative regulations prescribed by KRS Chapter 13A. Nothing contained in this Resolution or Sections 1 or 2 shall affect or change any rule of the Commission or the process by which the Commission issues rules or policies.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate shall send a copy of this Resolution to the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission at #1 Sportsman's Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601."
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