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A RESOLUTION honoring and recognizing the history of Danville's African-American Business District. 

WHEREAS, this body rightfully acknowledges the historical and cultural landmarks in the many communities throughout this Commonwealth. In so doing we can reflect upon the achievements of the people who lived in those communities and duly acknowledge a past that helped shape who we are today; and

WHEREAS, the African-American Business District in Danville, Kentucky is one such community. The district, which stood for over 100 years, was located on Second Street in downtown Danville around what is now Constitution Square; and

WHEREAS, the African-American Business District flourished with an atmosphere that was populated and run by the city's African-Americans. Throughout the Civil Rights era and afterward, the district was a strong and vibrant community where recreation, commerce, and art thrived; and 

WHEREAS, the African-American Business District was a beacon to a generation of children who saw that African-Americans could be business owners and patrons, and the memories those children have of the district would be carried down to their children, so that the district would become a central and lasting piece of Danville's heritage; and 

WHEREAS, the African-American Business District was home to such historic places as the Doric Lodge No. 18, a three-story building that served as a meeting place for African-American community leaders; the Elite Pool Hall, a popular billiards room where social gatherings took place; and Emma Turner's restaurant, one of the more popular destinations in the district; and 

WHEREAS, the African-American Business District existed in Danville until 1973, but even today the memories that the people of Danville have of the district still persist. This body hereby honors and recognizes those memories and the people who made the African-American Business District in Danville such an instrumental part of that city and this Commonwealth; acknowledges the men and women who sacrificed to create such an instrumental and indelible part of that community; and commends all the forward-thinking business owners who operated in the district for their courage and for the gift they bestowed upon the city of Danville;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby acknowledges the African-American Business District which stood for a century in Danville, Kentucky, and it honors all the industrious souls who gave so freely of their talent and business acumen to make their community a better and more vibrant place for African-Americans to live, play, and work.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the African-American Business District of Danville, Kentucky.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Reginald Meeks for delivery.
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