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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Florian Meeks, Jr.

WHEREAS, Florian Meeks, Jr., was an esteemed treasure and native son of this Commonwealth, born in Owenton, Kentucky, the son of Florian Sr. and Martha L. Meeks; and 

WHEREAS, Florian Meeks, Jr., was educated in a one-room schoolhouse in Owen County and attended the Lincoln Institute in Simpsonville and the Tuskegee Institute in Tuskegee, Alabama; and 

WHEREAS, Florian Meeks, Jr., proudly served this country as a member of the United States Marine Corps and the United States Army. In basic training at Montfort Point at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, he was a member of one of the first platoons of African-American Marines. Mr. Meeks saw active duty in World War II in the Pacific Theater, and after being honorably discharged enlisted in the U.S. Army, where he attained the rank of First Lieutenant, Infantry. He served with the 160th Infantry and the 40th Infantry Division on Heartbreak Ridge during the Korean War, earning a Combat Infantry Badge for his exemplary performance. In 2012, Mr. Meeks and the other Marines who trained at Montfort Point were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, an honor given to those civilians who have had an extraordinary impact on American culture and history; and 

WHEREAS, after his honorable discharge from the Army, Florian Meeks, Jr., worked for the United States Postal Service and founded Meeks Home Improvement and Construction Company; and 

WHEREAS, Florian Meeks, Jr., departed this life on January 13, 2014, leaving his family, friends, and an entire community in solemn mourning; and 

WHEREAS, Florian Meeks, Jr., is survived by his wife, Eloise Meeks, and his children, Renelda Meeks Higgins Walker, Florian Meeks III, Kentucky State Representative Reginald Meeks, Michael Meeks, and Kenneth Meeks; and

WHEREAS, Florian Meeks, Jr., will forever be remembered as a source of uncommon courage and bravery, and his life is acknowledged by this honorable body and by all in this Commonwealth with distinction, reverence, and the utmost gratitude;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives, both individually and collectively, express their most profound and sincere condolences upon the passing of Florian Meeks, Jr., and extend their heartfelt sympathy to esteemed colleague Representative Reginald Meeks in this time of loss.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Florian Meeks, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Darryl T. Owens for delivery.
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