UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 03/17/14
14 REG. SESS.
14 RS BR 2077


A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Margaret Burkett.

WHEREAS, Margaret Burkett is a 74-year-old lifelong resident of Garrard County, Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, in 1997, after her husband suffered a stroke, Margaret Burkett took care of him in the couple's home. Not long afterward, she offered to help Rita Fox with proofreading Paint Lick Reflections, a community newsletter; and 

WHEREAS, because of her work on the newsletter, Arcadia Publishing, a well-known publishing company that specializes in local history books, approached Ms. Fox about writing a book about the veterans of Garrard County. Margaret Burkett offered to help. The two ladies were able to uncover about 150 photographs for the book, but Mrs. Burkett envisioned a much larger project, and so she set out to write her own history; and 

WHEREAS, in 2009, Margaret Burkett was diagnosed with colon cancer. Even through this diagnosis and treatment, she continued to contact the families of Garrard County veterans and to amass a more complete visual and textual representation of their stories. Using the Garrard County Public Library as one of her primary sources of research, Mrs. Burkett also traveled around the Commonwealth and beyond to uncover information about her subjects; and 

WHEREAS, in the summer of 2013, after eight years of diligent work, Margaret Burkett's book Never to be Forgotten: World War II Veterans of Garrard Co., Ky. was published. The book contains a stunning 891 photographs, and it is an extensive history of the bravery and sacrifice of Garrard County's proud veterans; and 

WHEREAS, Margaret Burkett has said that her greatest wish is that someone will be inspired by what she has done and take the initiative to write a similar book for the other wars and conflicts that the United States has been a part of. Her book and her extraordinary perseverance have inspired the people of Garrard County and all those in this Commonwealth, and for this Mrs. Burkett is hereby honored today by this body; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives honors Margaret Burkett upon the publication of her book Never to be Forgotten: World War II Veterans of Garrard Co., Ky., thanks her for writing this testament to the veterans of her hometown, and grants her best wishes as she continues to be an inspiration for other writers and historians in this Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Margaret Burkett.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Jonathan Shell for delivery.
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