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A RESOLUTION commending the Kentucky Board of Education for providing challenging and meaningful learning opportunities for Kentucky students with significant disabilities.

WHEREAS, Section 183 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Kentucky directs the General Assembly to provide for an efficient system of common schools throughout the State; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly grants the management and control of the common schools and all programs operated in these schools to the Kentucky Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 1 as passed by the General Assembly in the 2009 Regular Session required the Kentucky Board of Education to implement new academic content standards and to prepare teachers and administrators to effectively execute the standards; and

WHEREAS, in 2011, the Kentucky Department of Education and special educators from across the Commonwealth worked in partnership to select alternate achievement standards aligned to the Kentucky Core Academic Standards for the Commonwealth's students with significant disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's Alternate Assessment is for students with significant cognitive disabilities, who comprise less than one percent of the total student population and whose academic performance is appropriately measured using alternate achievement standards; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's Alternate Assessment program promotes fair measurement of students' knowledge per Kentucky's Core Academic Standards; and

WHEREAS, these assessments continue to meet the requirements for the federal No Child Left Behind Act and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives commend the Kentucky Board of Education for providing challenging and meaningful learning opportunities for Kentucky students with significant disabilities.

Section 2.   The members of the House of Representatives encourage the Kentucky Board of Education to continue its collaboration with the National Alternate Assessment Center, the United States Department of Education, parents, and other educational partners in the implementation of high-quality academic standards to ensure that, across the Commonwealth and the nation, all students are learning.

Section 3.   The members of the House of Representatives state their support of alternate achievement standards that are aligned with the Commonwealth's academic content standards which include expectations of grade-appropriate knowledge and skills.

Section 4.   The members of the House of Representatives entreat the Kentucky Board of Education to ensure that, in addition to high-quality teaching and learning that meet and exceed the standards, attention is given to other knowledge and skills necessary for successful transition to postsecondary education.

Section 5.   The members of the House of Representatives exhort the Kentucky Board of Education to continue to expand transitional services to students participating in the Alternate Assessment and who require extensive instruction in an array of settings to ensure skill acquisition and development.

Section 6.   The members of the House of Representatives enjoin the Kentucky Board of Education to continue to focus on the application of learned skills across multiple school and community settings.

Section 7.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Terry Holliday, Commissioner of Education, Capital Plaza Tower, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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