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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION establishing the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport Governance Task Force.

WHEREAS, the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport was established in the 1940s and over the years has become a vital transportation link for businesses and citizens throughout the entire region; and

WHEREAS, the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport handled nearly 6 million passengers in 2013, as well as almost 700,000 tons of airmail, air express cargo, and air freight, on over 137,000 flights; and

WHEREAS, the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport is an economic driver of the entire Northern Kentucky region, with a $3.6 billion annual total impact on the Tri-State economy, including $2.7 billion in total annual spending by airport operations, construction, and visitors; over 16,000 direct and indirect jobs generated by airport operations; $578 million annually in total spending by visitors to the Tri-State; and $40 million annually in taxes to the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport is owned and operated by the Kenton County Airport Board, whose members are appointed by the Kenton County Judge/Executive; and

WHEREAS, the Kenton County Airport Board Advisory Committee was established by an executive order in 1964, and its membership was revised by an executive order in 1998; and the committee is currently an 11-member body tasked with assisting the Kenton County Airport Board in the promotion, development, and improvement of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport and its services to aviation generally; and

WHEREAS, this board/advisory committee model is unique among Kentucky's airport boards of major commercial airports; and

WHEREAS, there have been recent questions over how the airport is governed, and a study by the Auditor of Public Accounts on the issue is ongoing; and

WHEREAS, the Kenton County Airport Board has recently had a large turnover in membership, including the chair and vice-chair;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to create a Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport Governance Task Force to meet during the 2014 legislative interim and to deliver a report, with recommendations for administrative or statutory changes, if any, to the Legislative Research Commission no later than December 1, 2014.

Section 2.   The task force shall:

(1)
Examine the current governance structure of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport; 

(2)
Examine whether the current governance structure fosters effective regional cooperation and efficient management of the airport;

(3)
Examine other governance models of airport management to determine their efficacy;

(4)
Receive input from state and regional leaders to determine the best governance model for the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport; and

(5)
Make recommendations for administrative or statutory changes to improve the governance structure of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport.

Section 3.   The task force shall be composed of the following members, with final membership subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission:

(1)
Three members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House, one of whom shall be designated by the Speaker of the House to serve as co-chair;

(2)
Three members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate, one of whom shall be designated by the President of the Senate to serve as co-chair;

(3)
The secretary of the Transportation Cabinet or his or her designee;

(4)
The Secretary of the Cabinet for Economic Development, or his or her designee;

(5)
The Judge/Executive of Kenton County or his or her designee;

(6)
The Judge/Executive of Boone County or his or her designee;

(7)
The Judge/Executive of Campbell County or his or her designee;

(8)
Two citizen members who are residents of Boone County, one appointed by the Speaker of the House and one appointed by the President of the Senate; and

(9)
Two citizen members who are residents of Kenton County, one appointed by the Speaker of the House and one appointed by the President of the Senate.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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