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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming Kentucky Route 61 from Kentucky Route 1065 to Interstate 265 in honor and loving memory of Dorothy Jean Hayes Priddy.

WHEREAS, Dorothy Jean "Dottie" Priddy was born January 9, 1933, in Jefferson County, Kentucky, to the late James and Eunice Goodwin Hayes, and departed from this life on June 30, 2008; and

WHEREAS, Dottie Priddy attended the University of Louisville, where she obtained a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering; and

WHEREAS, in 1969 Dottie Priddy, a Democrat, ran for the House of Representatives and won on a promise that she would not vote to raise taxes.  She represented the 45th House District from 1970 to 1990.  She was the first woman as well as the first suburban representative to lead the Jefferson County Delegation; and

WHEREAS, Dottie Priddy stood firm in the belief that the best interest of her constituents was paramount; and

WHEREAS, in the 1970s Dottie Priddy strongly opposed court-ordered busing, speaking out against the measure at rallies across the country.  In favor of integration, she nevertheless stressed the importance of children remaining in their home school districts.  She proposed that teachers rotate from school to school, providing equal services district-wide.  When a large crowd gathered to protest Louisville busing in 1975, Representative Priddy refused to leave and was arrested.  After receiving threatening phone calls and discovering an explosive device under the hood of her car, Representative Priddy began carrying a revolver for protection and gained national notoriety when the press learned about it; and

WHEREAS, Representative Priddy will also be remembered for her work on behalf of the Fraternal Order of Police and sponsoring the bill commonly referred to as the "Policeman's Bill of Rights," which established a system of professional conduct for police officers and citizens; and

WHEREAS, in 1986 Representative Priddy successfully sponsored the "Truth in Sentencing Bill," resulting in legislation prohibiting parole of violent offenders without fulfilling stringent requirements; and

WHEREAS, in 1990 Dottie Priddy received a prolonged standing ovation for her work to obtain equal rights for married women, stating that the law denied married women the same rights as those of single women in cases of rape; and

WHEREAS, Representative Priddy also fought for the mentally retarded and contributed to the passage of legislation prohibiting execution of mentally handicapped individuals; and

WHEREAS, Representative Priddy remained interested in the welfare and education of children long after her General Assembly tenure.  In 1994 she was elected as 5th District Representative to the Jefferson County Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, Dottie Priddy was a woman of strong religious convictions and was a member of the Carlisle Avenue Baptist Church in Louisville, where her father was minister; and

WHEREAS, Dottie Priddy will be remembered as an individual who bravely fought for what she believed was right; who wanted equal rights for all individuals, even in the midst of adversity; and who deeply cared for children.  Her passing has left a large void in the lives of her beloved family members, her former colleagues, and her countless friends throughout Louisville and the entire Commonwealth.  She will be greatly missed;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.  The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to honor the memory of Representative Dottie Priddy by erecting signs naming Kentucky Route 61 from Kentucky Route 1065 to Interstate 265 that read "Representative Dottie Priddy Memorial Highway."  The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs along the locations specified that read "Representative Dottie Priddy Memorial Highway."
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