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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	872


	Bill #:
	SB 68


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to the solicitation of accident and disaster victims


	Sponsor:
	Senator Ray Jones


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local jails and county governments


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 68 prohibits the solicitation of an accident or disaster victim, or relative, by a professional licensed by the Commonwealth, such as an attorney, physician, or other health care provider, for a period of 30 days following the event for which the representation is sought. Agents or persons acting on behalf of the licensed professional are likewise prohibited from soliciting the victim for the same 30 day period if that agent or person expects to be compensated as a result of the solicitation. 

A licensed professional who violates the prohibitions set out in legislation will be subject to disciplinary action by the licensing authority and, upon conviction, be guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor. 

Various exceptions to the 30 day solicitation prohibition are also set out in the legislation.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 68 on local governments is expected to be minimal. 
Conviction of a Class A Misdemeanor can result in incarceration of up to one year in jail and a fine of $1,000, or both. Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual for a Class B or Class A misdemeanor.  While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  
While the number of individuals incarcerated is expected to be small, the ultimate fiscal impact of the legislation would result from the number and length of incarcerations that result from the conviction of a Class A misdemeanor created in SB 68.

     

	Data Source(s):
	LRC Staff; Department of Corrections
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