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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	930


	Bill #:
	HB 386


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to plumbing violations


	Sponsor:
	Rep.Ted Edmonds


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	local governments and local jails


	Requirement:
	 
	Mandatory
	x
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 386 provides that for violations of KRS Chapter 318, administrative regulations promulgated under Chapter 318, or for violations of any provision of the State Plumbing Code, the penalty shall be determined based upon whether or not a violator is a licensed plumber. 

If the violator is a licensed plumber the fine is increased from $10 to $100, to $100 to $500 and the potential jail time remains the same as under existing law (not more than 90 days).

If the violator is not a licensed plumber, then the fine is increased from $10 to $100, to $500 to $2,500 and imprisonment is increased from not more than 90 days to up to 180 days.
HB 386 also authorizes the Department of Housing, Building and Construction to establish a schedule of fines and violations by administrative regulations, after review, comment and recommendation of the State Plumbing Code Committee.      
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 386 on local governments is expected to minimal. 

The potential jail sentence of unlicensed violators of the provisions of HB 386 increased under this legislation. Under current law violators could be incarcerated only up to 90 days for each violation, but HB 386 now doubles the amount of time a person can be incarcerated in a local jail for a plumbing violation.

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual for a Class B or Class A misdemeanor.  Also, local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case. While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  Upon sentencing, all Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for up to five years. Certain Class C felons can be housed in local full service jails for up to ten years if there are no available state prison beds.  The state reimburses at the rate of $31.34
 a day for these convicts, which may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility. 
While the increase in incarcerations in local jails resulting from the passage of HB 386 is expected to be minimal, the cumulative effects of increases in incarcerations in local jails resulting from legislative changes generally should also be considered.      
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