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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Fiscal court and administrative offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 44/HCS 2 retains the provisions of SB 44 HCS 1, but makes the following changes. In Section 1., the executive director of the Office for Homeland Security is required to inform members of the General Assembly how a public agency may apply for a federal homeland security grant. It specifies what information must be made available and requires that the information be provided at least 90 days prior to the application deadline.

In Section 1., the Office of Homeland Security is required to develop a comprehensive strategy for the allocation of state and federal homeland security funds and other homeland security assistance, and removes the limitation that the allocation is to “purchase specialized equipment required to respond effectively and safely to terrorist incidents.” 

In Section 2., SB 44/HCS 2 requires the Office of Homeland Security to notify the chief executive officer of each local government concerning grants for homeland security projects.

In Section 3., SB 44/HCS 2 requires the executive director of the Office of Homeland Security to provide to the LRC and the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue a quarterly report of receipts and expenditures of homeland security funds and, further specifies the content of the report and the timeframe for reporting.

In Section 9., SB 44/HCS 2 establishes the organization of the Attorney General's Office. It amends various sections to conform and confirms the Attorney General's Executive Order AG 04-01, dated September 20, 2004, relating to the reorganization of the Department of Law.

The bill places Kentucky homeland security responsibilities with the Office of Homeland Security, and attaches that office to the Office of the Governor. It requires the adjutant general to notify the Governor and the executive director of the Office of Homeland Security regarding a disaster or emergency involving homeland security. It directs that the adjutant general be the Governor's primary point of contact for managing and responding to the disaster or emergency.

The bill requires all local governments, including cities, counties, urban counties, charter counties, consolidated local governments, special taxing districts, and public agencies of the local governments, to annually submit to their respective area development districts a record of all federal homeland security funding, including grants, received during the fiscal year. The record would identify the specific federal source, the amount, the specified recipient, the intended use of the funds, the actual use, and any unspent amount. The area development districts would be required to group the information by county, and submit it to the Governor's Office for Local Development (Department of Local Government), which, in turn, would submit the information to the Office of Homeland Security.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The provisions of SB 44/HCS 2 would require that necessary and timely information be given to local governments for use in applying for Homeland Security grants. This change clearly provides local government with an opportunity to obtain federal revenue (through grant applications) for homeland security and safety purposes. 

Other provisions of the bill require local government to report all federal homeland security funding, including grants, received during the fiscal year. These provisions of the bill will not have a fiscal impact on local government, as the procedures are already practiced by local governments, in accordance with KRS 36.224. The bill repeals KRS 36.224 and recreates the provisions relating to local government’s role in the new KRS Chapter 39G. According to the Governor’s Office for Local Development, the bill would not change the current process by which the Area Development Districts obtain homeland security fund information from local governments.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; and The Governor’s Office for Local Development.
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