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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress and President Bush to immediately rescind mandates forcing states to use highway funds to promote seat belt usage.

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has held states hostage for many years by mandating the enactment of seat belt laws and threatening to transfer desperately needed highway funds into supposed safety programs if the states did not comply; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has had a secondary seat belt law since 1994 due to the "jack boot" tactics of the federal government; and

WHEREAS, it is extremely difficult for law enforcement officers to determine if a person is wearing a seat belt unless the officer has the person stopped, because many vehicles have automatic seat belts attached to the door track which makes it appear that the shoulder belt is being worn but that does not ensure that a person has also manually buckled the lap belt; and

WHEREAS, many vehicles have tinted glass that makes it almost impossible to know if a person is wearing a seat belt unless their vehicle is stopped; and

WHEREAS, we are creating a serious traffic hazard and are needlessly putting the lives of our law enforcement community on the line every day when we require they pull vehicles over to the side of our heavily traveled highways simply to check for compliance with seat belt laws; and

WHEREAS, private observations have brought into question the validity of accident reports regarding the rate of seat belt usage; and

WHEREAS, the current administration in Washington is going to further exacerbate the lack of highway funds available to the states to use on projects they deem to be important to their citizens by proposing to set-aside millions of needed highway dollars for an incentive program to force states to enact primary seat belt laws; and

WHEREAS, as with every state, Kentucky has limited law enforcement resources and it is ludicrous to continue to waste valuable time, money, and human capital to attempt to enforce mandatory seat belt laws; and

WHEREAS, it is only logical to question the rational behind mandatory seat belt laws when, on the one hand, the federal government in the mid 1990's abolished the mandate that states have a mandatory helmet law for motorcyclists, yet the federal government continues to push for ever more stringent seat belt laws for persons surrounded by state-of-the-art safety technology and encased in their steel motor vehicles;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, urge the United States Congress and President Bush to immediately rescind mandates forcing states to use highway funds to promote seat belt usage.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Senate requests immediate relief from unrealistic federal mandates and requests the form of relief to come by means of the federal government not requiring states to spend millions of dollars on seat belt usage advertising campaigns.

Section 3.   The Kentucky Senate also requests the federal government to immediately remove provisions in the new highway funding bill pending before Congress that shifts money away from the larger pool of funds designated for states and placing that money in an incentive program to attempt to force states to enact primary seat belt laws.

Section 4.   A copy of this Resolution shall be immediately transmitted to every member of the Kentucky United States Congressional Delegation and to President George W. Bush.
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