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AN ACT relating to the Kentucky Virtual High School.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 158.140 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
When a pupil in any public elementary school or any approved private or parochial school completes the prescribed elementary program of studies, he is entitled to a certificate of completion signed by the teacher or teachers under whom the program was completed. The certificate shall entitle the pupil to admission into any public high school. Any promotions or credits earned in attendance in any approved public school are valid in any other public school to which a pupil may go, but the superintendent or principal of a school, as the case may be, may assign the pupil to the class or grade to which the pupil is best suited. In case a pupil transfers from the school of one (1) district to the school of another district, an assignment to a lower grade or course shall not be made until the pupil has demonstrated that he is not suited for the work in the grade or course to which he has been promoted.

(2)
Upon successful completion of all state and local board requirements, the student shall receive a diploma indicating graduation from high school.

(3)
(a)
A local board of education may award a diploma to a person who is a resident of the district and is:
1.
Twenty-one (21) years of age or over and successfully completes all state board requirements for high school graduation through credits earned for courses from the Kentucky Virtual High School combined with credits earned for courses taken during high school; or
2.
Eighteen (18) to twenty (20) years of age and successfully completes all state and local board requirements for high school graduation through credits earned for courses from the Kentucky Virtual High School combined with credits earned for courses taken during high school.
(b)
A local school district shall not be responsible for any part of the cost of courses taken from the Kentucky Virtual High School by a person not enrolled in a school in that district.
(4)
A local school board may award a diploma indicating graduation from high school to any student posthumously with the high school class the student was expected to graduate.

(5)[(4)]
A local board of education shall award a high school diploma to an honorably discharged veteran who was enrolled in, but did not complete, high school prior to being inducted into the United States Armed Forces during World War II as defined in KRS 40.010. Upon recommendation of the commissioner, the Kentucky Board of Education in consultation with the Kentucky Department of Veterans' Affairs shall promulgate administrative regulations to establish the guidelines for awarding these diplomas.

(6)[(5)]
The Department of Education shall establish the requirements for a vocational certificate of completion. A student who has returned to school after dropping out shall receive counseling concerning the vocational program. A student who has completed the requirements established for a vocational program shall receive a vocational certificate of completion specifying the areas of competence.

Section 2.   KRS 158.622 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
By December 31, 2002, the Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing the criteria a school shall meet in order to designate a course an advanced placement course, including content and program standards concerning student admission criteria, data collection, and reporting.

(2)
Upon receipt of adequate federal funding for these purposes, by December 31, 2002, the Department of Education shall:

(a)
Expand advanced placement teacher training institutes, including offering advanced placement teacher training instruction and assistance through the Kentucky Virtual High School or in conjunction with the Council on Postsecondary Education through the Kentucky Virtual University;

(b)
Require teachers who are planning to participate in advanced placement teacher training and complete advanced placement training at advanced placement institutes facilitated by the department to sign an agreement to teach at least one (1) advanced placement course in a Kentucky public school or the Kentucky Virtual High School when assigned by the school principal;

(c)
Develop the Kentucky Virtual Advanced Placement Academy which shall offer school districts and their students access to a core advanced placement curriculum through the Kentucky Virtual High School;

(d)
Identify, in conjunction with the Council on Postsecondary Education, resources at the secondary and postsecondary levels that can be directed toward advanced placement or dual enrollment instruction;

(e)
Compare the costs of offering advanced placement courses through traditional on-site instruction, the Kentucky Virtual High School, and other methods and shall offer each school district assistance, if requested, in analyzing how the school district can most cost-effectively offer the largest number of advanced placement courses;

(f)
Identify current and future funding sources for advanced placement or dual enrollment instructional programs and the amount of funds available or anticipated from those sources; and

(g)
Submit a report to the Kentucky General Assembly outlining compliance with this section.

(3)
[Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year and thereafter, ]Each school district shall:

(a)
Accept for credit toward graduation any course a student successfully completes through the Kentucky Virtual High School and incorporate the grade the student receives in a Kentucky Virtual High School course in calculating that student's grade point average without distinction between the grade received in the Kentucky Virtual High School course and courses taught within the school district for which the student receives a grade;

(b)
Accept for credit toward graduation and completion of high school course requirements an advanced placement, a high school equivalent, or a Kentucky Virtual High School course taken by a student in grades 5, 6, 7, or 8 if that student attains performance levels expected of high school students in that district as determined by achieving a score of "3" or higher on a College Board Advanced Placement examination or a grade of "B" or better in a high school equivalent or a Kentucky Virtual High School course; and

(c)
Pay tuition and other costs for a student[students] from the district[their districts] who is[are] enrolled in a Kentucky Virtual High School course for credit[ that is part of the student's regular school day coursework] by proportionately sharing funds generated under KRS 157.360 or other funding sources if:

1.
The course is a part of the student's regular school day coursework; or

2.
The equivalent course is not provided at the student's school; or

3.
The equivalent course is not available to the student at the student's school due to a scheduling conflict with another course; or
4.
The student receives an alternative school placement under Section 3 of this Act.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

A high school may provide a student an alternative school placement with the Kentucky Virtual High School if the school, with the approval of the student and his or her parent, guardian, or other legal custodian determines that the general high school course of study does not appropriately address the student's educational needs.

(1)
A student who receives an alternative school placement as a full-time student with the Kentucky Virtual High School shall:
(a)
Remain enrolled at his or her high school;
(b)
Receive a high school diploma from the school district upon successful completion of all state and local board requirements; and

(c)
Be counted as present for the purposes of calculating average daily attendance under KRS 157.360.

(2)
Prior to implementing an alternative school placement under subsection (1) of this section, a school shall, in consultation with the Kentucky Virtual High School, provide guidance to students regarding whether the courses available through the Kentucky Virtual High School would permit the student to successfully complete the requirements for high school graduation.

(3)
Nothing in Sections 1, 2, and 3 of this Act shall be construed to require the Kentucky Virtual High School to provide a comprehensive program of studies toward the completion of a high school diploma.

(4)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing the procedures for implementation of Sections 1, 2, and 3 of this Act. The administrative regulations shall establish the fees to be paid by a participating student enrolled in the Kentucky Virtual High School and may include provisions for the waiver of student fees when the cost would be prohibitive in relation to the student's family income.
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