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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to tongue splitting

SPONSOR
Representative Stan Lee

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement, local jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure creates a new section of KRS Chapter 211 to prohibit anyone, except a licensed physician or licensed dentist, from performing tongue splitting.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 81 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The measure requires a therapeutic or clinical basis for tongue splitting, and specifies that the operation must be performed by a licensed physician or dentist.  For any other case, the measure provides criminal penalties of Class A Misdemeanor for the first offense and Class D felony for the second or subsequent offense.

"Split tongue", "tongue forking", "forked tongue", and "lizard tongue" are all terms for tongue splitting, the central bifurcation of the tongue.  The tongue is cut down the middle, and is induced to heal in that state, leaving a forked tongue.  Generally speaking, no major damage occurs to the tongue and no tissue is actually removed.

Assuming the procedure is done by a doctor the risks are negligible and complications that arise in a controlled medical environment can typically be dealt with easily.  In doing the procedure outside of a controlled medical environment, loss of blood is the single greatest risk.  The tongue contains major blood vessels, and without proper training and tools, amateur practitioners may find themselves unable to control blood loss.

Local law enforcement will need little training to comply with the measure.  Local governments will be responsible for incarcerating individuals who violate provisions of the measure.  Individuals convicted of a Class A misdemeanor could be incarcerated in the local jail for up to a year, at an average cost of $33.91 per day, entirely at the local government's expense.

Subsequent violations are a Class D felony.  Local Governments are responsible, at the local government's expense, for incarcerating persons charged with a felony through the period of conviction and final sentencing.  The period of incarceration prior to final sentencing averages approximately 8.5 months.

Persons convicted of a Class D felony, are housed in local jails for the duration of their sentence, but the state fully reimburses the local government for the cost of incarceration following the court's sentencing of the convicted criminal.  However, approximately 16% of felons have their sentences reduced to misdemeanors, in which case the local government is required to pay for the entire period of incarceration.  In the case at hand, the number of events constituting a crime would be expected to be small, thus the cost of incarceration borne by local governments would be minimal.
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