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A RESOLUTION honoring Collins High School runner Gabriella Karas for winning her third consecutive Cross Country State Title at the 2013 Class AA Track and Field Championship.

WHEREAS, on Saturday, November 9, 2013, at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington, Collins High School freshman Gabriella Karas made history by winning her third consecutive Class AA Cross Country State Championship; and 

WHEREAS, coming off a regional victory that saw her run the fastest time a girl has ever run on Kentucky soil, she broke her own five-kilometer course record of 17 minutes and 39.04 seconds at the state championship, claiming her third title in as many years and making her one of the most decorated distance runners in this Commonwealth's recent history; and 

WHEREAS, the state title put Gabriella Karas in the running for a national championship at the Foot Locker Cross Country Nationals at San Diego's Balboa Park on December 14, 2013. Karas finished in an impressive 25th place at that event with a time of 18:14, representing the Collins High School community proudly; and 

WHEREAS, this honorable body rightfully acknowledges Gabriella Karas, her coach, Stephen Drawbaugh; and the entire Collins High School support staff for assisting her in the the monumental achievement of winning her third consecutive Class AA Cross County State Championship. In so doing, this body wishes her the best of luck going forward in a career that has already seen remarkable achievements, and honors her for her humility, her incredible talent, and for the way she has so gracefully represented her school during her outstanding young career;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby congratulates Collins High School runner Gabriella Karas for winning her third consecutive Cross Country State Title at the 2013 Class AA Track and Field Championship, and commends the effort of her coach, Stephen Drawbaugh; Athletic Director Mike Zoeller; Principal John Leeper; and the entire Collins High School community for providing a strong and positive foundation for success.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Gabriella Karas.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. John Leeper, Collins High School, 801 Discovery Boulevard, Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065.
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