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A RESOLUTION urging the Transportation Cabinet to postpone promulgation of administrative regulations regarding electronic multiple message signs until the issue can be examined by the Interim Joint Committee on Transportation.

WHEREAS, the outdoor advertising industry is an important part of the economy of Kentucky, giving motorists vital information on travel accommodations, tourist attractions, restaurants, and service facilities; and

WHEREAS, outdoor advertising has undergone the same technological changes as the rest of our society, with electronic multiple message signs springing up all over the nation, sending out messages safely and efficiently; and

WHEREAS, the status of electronic multiple message signs is uncertain within the Commonwealth; although there is statutory language that would seem to prohibit them, court cases have been filed and the issue is unresolved; and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Cabinet has recently filed proposed administrative regulations to address the erection of electronic multiple message signs; and

WHEREAS, these regulations are broad and far-reaching in scope, and do not seem to come from new statutory language adopted by the General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, these regulations were crafted without discussion with or input from the General Assembly or any of the relative Interim Joint Committees of the Legislative Research Commission; and

WHEREAS, a more prudent option to the current attempt at regulation would involve public discussion of potential regulations and their effects with the Interim Joint Committees on Transportation and Economic Development and Tourism;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members this body urge the Transportation Cabinet to withdraw administrative regulations which were filed in January concerning outdoor advertising devices. 

Section 2.   The members further urge the Transportation Cabinet to work cooperatively with the Interim Joint Committees on Transportation and Economic Development and Tourism to examine issues surrounding outdoor advertising devices and receive input as to what form regulation of outdoor advertising devices should take.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Secretary Michael Hancock, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, 200 Mero Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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